
 

 

THE NATIVITY OF THE 

LORD (CHRISTMAS) 

 

 

At the Mass during the Night 

Midnight, December 25, 2020 

Saint Rose of Lima Catholic Church 



  

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ from the Roman Martyrology 
(Christmas Proclamation)

 

The Twenty-fifth Day of December, when ages beyond number had run their course 
from the creation of the world, when God in the beginning created heaven and earth, 
and formed man in his own likeness; when century upon century had passed since the 

Almighty set his bow in the clouds after the Great Flood, as a sign of covenant and 
peace; in the twenty-first century since Abraham, our father in faith, came out of Ur 

of the Chaldees; in the thirteenth century since the People of Israel were led by Moses 
in the Exodus from Egypt; around the thousandth year since David was anointed 

King; in the sixty-fifth week of the prophecy of Daniel; in the one hundred and ninety 
fourth Olympiad; in the year seven hundred and fifty-two since the foundation of the 
City of Rome; in the forty-second year of the reign of Caesar Octavian Augustus, the 
whole world being at peace, JESUS CHRIST, eternal God and Son of the eternal 

Father, desiring to consecrate the world by his most loving presence, was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, and when nine months had passed since his conception, was born 
of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judah, and was made man: The Nativity of Our 

Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh. 

 

Introit (Ps. 2:7) 

Dominus dixit ad me: Filius meus es Tu,   The Lord said unto me: You are my Son,  

Ego hodie genui Te.     Today I have begotten you. 

 

 

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 
 

P. In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
P. The Lord be with you. 

 

CONFITEOR 

C. I confess to almighty God, and to you my brothers and sisters, that I have 

greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and what 

I have failed to do, (strike breast) through my fault, through my fault, through 

my most grievous fault; therefore, I ask Blessed Mary, ever Virgin, all the 



angels and saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord, 

our God. 

P. May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 

everlasting life. 

 

KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY) 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 



   

 
COLLECT (OPENING PRAYER) 

P. …forever and ever. 

 
(Sit) 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

THE FIRST LESSON        Isaiah 9:1-6 

 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom 

a light has shone. 

You have brought them abundant joy 

and great rejoicing, 



as they rejoice before you as at the harvest, 

as people make merry when dividing spoils. 

For the yoke that burdened them, 

the pole on their shoulder, 

and the rod of their taskmaster 

you have smashed, as on the day of Midian. 

For every boot that tramped in battle, 

every cloak rolled in blood, 

will be burned as fuel for flames. 

For a child is born to us, a son is given us; 

upon his shoulder dominion rests. 

They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, 

Father-Forever, Prince of Peace. 

His dominion is vast 

and forever peaceful, 

from David’s throne, and over his kingdom, 

which he confirms and sustains 

by judgment and justice, 

both now and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this! 

 

L. The Word of the Lord. 

C. Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Psalm 96:1-3, 11-13 

 
 

Sing to the LORD a new song; 

   sing to the LORD, all you lands. 

Sing to the LORD; bless his name. R. 

 

Announce his salvation, day after day. 

    Tell his glory among the nations; 

    among all peoples, his wondrous deeds. R. 

 

Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice; 

   let the sea and what fills it resound; 

   let the plains be joyful and all that is in them! 

Then shall all the trees of the forest exult. R. 



 

They shall exult before the LORD, for he comes; 

   for he comes to rule the earth. 

He shall rule the world with justice 

   and the peoples with his constancy. R. 

 

THE SECOND LESSON          Titus 2:11-14 

 

Beloved: 

The grace of God has appeared, saving all 

and training us to reject godless ways and worldly desires 

and to live temperately, justly, and devoutly in this age, 

as we await the blessed hope, 

the appearance of the glory of our great God 

and savior Jesus Christ, 

who gave himself for us to deliver us from all lawlessness 

and to cleanse for himself a people as his own, 

eager to do what is good. 

 

L. The Word of the Lord. 

C. Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA (STAND) 

Alleluia. 

Dominus dixit ad me: Filius meus es Tu,   The Lord said unto me: You are my Son,  

Ego hodie genui Te.     Today I have begotten you. 

Alleluia. 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL              Luke 2:1-14 

 

 

 

 



 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus 

that the whole world should be enrolled. 

This was the first enrollment, 

when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 

So all went to be enrolled, each to his own town. 

And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth 

to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and family of David, 

to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 

While they were there, 

the time came for her to have her child, 

and she gave birth to her firstborn son. 

She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 

Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields 

and keeping the night watch over their flock. 

The angel of the Lord appeared to them 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were struck with great fear. 

The angel said to them, 

“Do not be afraid; 

for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy 

that will be for all the people. 

For today in the city of David 

a savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord. 

And this will be a sign for you: 

you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes 

and lying in a manger.” 

And suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, 

praising God and saying: 

“Glory to God in the highest 

and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

 

 

 

 



HOMILY 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

 

 
ALL KNEEL 

 



 
 

ALL STAND        

 



 

 

UNIVERSAL PRAYER 

 

V. …we pray to the Lord. 

C. Lord, hear our prayer. 

(sit) 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

Offertory Antiphon (Ps. 92:1-2) 

 

Laetentur caeli, et exsultet terra   Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad 

Ante faciem Dominum: quoniam venit.  Before the face of the Lord for he cometh. 

 

 



 

Motet at the Offertory 

Today the Virgin        John Tavener 

                         (1944-2013) 

Today the Virgin comes to the cave 

To give birth to the Word eternal: 

 

R. Rejoice O World! 

With the Angels and the Shepherds 

Give glory to the Child! 

Alleluia! 

 

Mary, my wife, O Mary, my wife! 

What do I see? 

I took you blameless before the Lord 

From the priests of the Temple. 

What do I see? R. 

 

Joseph, the Bridegroom, O Joseph the Bridegroom! 

Do not fear. 

God in his mercy has come down to earth, 

He takes flesh in my womb 

For all the world to see. R. 

 

Mary, my Bride, O Mary, my Bride! 

What do I see? 

You, a Virgin, giving birth. 

Strange mystery! R. 

 

Joseph, the Bridegroom, O Joseph the Bridegroom! 

Do not fear. 

God in his mercy has come down to earth, 

He takes flesh in my womb 

For all the world to see. R. 

 

Warned by the Angel we believe 

That Mary gives birth inexplicable 

To the infant, Christ our God. R. 

Text by Mother Thekla (1918-2011) 

 



 

 

ORATE FRATRES 

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that my sacrifice and yours  

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.  

 
P. …through Christ, our Lord. 

 

PREFACE 

 
 

 

P. …as without end, we acclaim: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SANCTUS (HOLY) 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER (kneel) 

 

P. The Mystery of Faith. 

 
P. …forever and ever. 

 

 

 



 

PATER NOSTER (LORD’S PRAYER) 

P. At the Savior’s command, and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD) 

 

P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world.  

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

COMMUNION RITE 

Communion Antiphon (Ps. 109:3) 

         In splendoribus sanctorum, ex utero      Amidst the splendours of the heavenly sanctuary, 

         Ante luciferum genuite. From the womb, before the morning star, I have   

begotten you. 

Motet at the Communion 

         “O Magnum Mysterium”       Tomás Luis de Victoria 

                  (1548-1611) 

O magnum mysterium,    O great mystery, 

Et admirabile sacramentum,   And wonderful sacrament, 

Ut animalia viderent Dominum natum, That animals should see the newborn Lord, 

Iacentem in praesepio!    Lying in a manger! 

Beata Virgo, cujus viscera   Blessed Virgin, whose womb 

Meruerunt portare    was found worthy to bear 

Dominum Iesum Christum.   The Lord Jesus Christ. 

Alleluia!     Alleluia! 
 

Hymn after Communion   “Alma Redemptoris Mater” 

 

 



 

Translation: 

Loving Mother of the Redeemer, 

who remains the accessible Gateway of Heaven, 

and Star of the Sea, 

Give aid to a falling people 

that strives to rise; 

O Thou who begot thy holy Creator, 

while all nature marvelled, 

Virgin before and after 

receiving that "Ave" from the mouth of Gabriel, 

have mercy on sinners. 

  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

THE CONCLUDING RITES 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

P. The Lord be with you. 

 
P. May almighty God bless you: the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

 
D. Go in peace. 

 
 



 

 

Prayer to Saint Michael 

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our protection against 

the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly 

pray; and do thou, o prince of the heavenly host, by the power of God, cast 

in to hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl about the world seeking 

the ruin of souls. Amen. 

 

Postlude   Christmas Fanfare and Toccata      K. Isaac Johnson 

(b. 1993) 

 
 

 

 

 

 


