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I Can’t Forget My Haitian Friends

I wasn’t quite sure what to expect when I agreed to go on the medical
mission trip to Haiti this past February. My medical training is limited to putting on
Band-Aids or administering ibuprofen for my children’s fevers. It was a trip I had
always been drawn to take and apparently the medical mission team needed more
volunteers, and I can occasionally do what other people tell me to do. A few weeks
before we left, I received a call from Gloria Kane, our fearless Haiti Committee leader,
in which she told me that Father Andre (the pastor of our sister parish, Notre Dame
de la Merci in Robillard) was so excited to have a teacher come and would I be
interested in going into the school and observing the teachers and students and
assessing their needs? And Father would give me access to my very own translator so
I would be able to communicate with the kids and teachers. I went from being nervous
and hesitant about what I could offer to feeling confident that I could actually do some
good. A few months after being home from my trip, I can’t forget my Haitian friends.
They have made a lasting impression on me.
Before my initial visit to the school, Father Andre had explained to me how
education works in Haiti. It is nice for all children to go to school, but not expected and
not mandated by the government. Public schools exist but they are often overcrowded
and unreliable. Teachers at these schools do not always show up because they may live
The Principal leads a lesson on sound.
far away and don’t have reliable (or any) transportation. A bad rain can wash roads away
and flood rivers making travel impossible. There are many private schools supported by various Christian churches. These
private schools cost money, however. Often children are sent to school for a
few years until funds run out, until he/she needs to stay home to take care
of younger siblings while Mom and Dad work, or until a younger sibling
needs to attend instead.
I brought along my translator, Sandelyn,
so I would have some idea of what was going on.
My first stop was the preschool. It serves children
3 years through Kindergarten. The children are
precious in their red and white checked uniforms
with pink shirts and were so excited to see us.
Teachers were happy to show me their
classrooms. The cinder block walls reminded me
of my 3rd-grade classroom at Saint Rose, but the The cooks cook lunch for 550 students and teachers
similarities ended there. There were no lights
each day. This costs $2,500 a month but comes to
and no glass on the windows. There were no
less than $0.23 a meal per person. This is the only
guaranteed meal many children get a day.
posters on the walls. There were no books or
shelves filled with learning manipulatives.
Cont’d on page 2
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There were no bulletin boards filled with cute “teacher-y” sayings displaying students’
work. They had benches with tables, workbooks for children who could afford them, and
pencils. There were blackboards in each of the rooms that badly needed a coat of paint.
Some teachers had a desk, but not all. The class sizes were up to double what we expect
in America. (The three-year-old class had 49 students crammed into one room with one
teacher.) One classroom had a poisonous snake crawling through the rafters. Luckily this
was after hours with no children present.
From the preschool, Sandelyn and I walked across the “street” (which is really a
dirt road) to visit the elementary school. This serves children in 1st-6th grades. A guard
had to unlock the rusty metal gates to let us in. The school was enclosed in a cinder
block fence with broken glass at the top to keep out unwanted people. The first
classroom we visited was a first-grade class
Teachers serve students their lunch
where children were learning to read. Despite
of rice with a few beans.
the lesson being taught in French (the language of Haiti is French Creole but
school is taught in French), I knew what was taking place. I recognized the same
teaching strategies that we use! Turn to your partner and state the answer, stand
up and practice writing the answer in the air… I was so excited that I had to share
this fact with Sandelyn. How wonderful to come so far to a classroom taught in a
different language in a third world country and see teaching strategies that I use!!
As Sandelyn and I visited each of the classrooms, we saw more of the same.
The classrooms were in what any American would consider horrible condition. Standing water was on the floor from
leaky ceilings, and black mold and mildew covered ceiling tiles above the heads of the students. Not all students had books.
Not all students had shoes that matched. As many as 38 students were crammed into little rooms and struggled for space to
write on their tables. But we saw so many good things. Students were well-behaved and eagerly raising their hands to answer
questions. Teachers laughed with the kids. Students laughed with each other. Teachers walked around to make certain
everyone was paying attention and understood the lesson. Many teachers had hand drawn the alphabet and world maps and
maps of Haiti and schedules and inspirational posters to adorn the bleak cinder block walls. As I eagerly asked Sandelyn to
explain every aspect of everything we saw, he had his own observation. He marveled at the amount of love he felt in the
school. He marveled at how safe the children must have felt to raise their hands and take a chance at answering a question
incorrectly. He marveled at the amount of happiness that was transparent to all observers. This was coming from a twenty-one
-year-old college student who is studying to become a school psychologist. He said that he hoped one day to work at school
much like Notre Dame de la Merci. He said that he hoped his future children would attend a school like this one.
Later in the week, I met with the principal of the school and the director of the preschool. I wanted to know what Saint
Rose parishioners could do to help. They both hesitantly gave me lists that I had begged them to make. The items on both
lists were basic necessities such a money to fix a leaky roof, shoes for students and teachers, construction paper, staplers,
enough bowls to serve lunch to all students at once, back packs and lunch boxes, balls for recess, and an Internet connection.
How much of this stuff do my fellow teachers and I have lying around that we don’t even
think twice about? How much stuff does my own family and I have that we take for
granted? I promised them both that I would do my best to share their needs and to help.
Fast forward two months later and Saint Rose School has actively collected
lunchboxes and backpacks and shoes for Robillard. Students raised almost $1,500 to
help purchase enough books and workbooks so students don’t have to share. The sea
crate collection has taken place and almost 80 boxes are in a warehouse waiting to be
placed on an ocean liner and shipped to Haiti. Saint Rose teachers have scrimped to
scrape together almost $2,000 specifically for Notre Dame de la Merci teachers to be
able to purchase supplies for their classrooms. The children of our sister parish will
benefit. Still, I think I am the one who has gotten the most from this experience. I am the
real winner. And I can’t wait to go back again…even if I all I have to offer is putting on
Band-Aids and handing out ibuprofen.
Regan Smith
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The Christian Life
Ever wonder what is the point of a Christian’s
life? Many saints have thought, prayed, and responded
to this question. St. Augustine stated, “Our hearts were
made for You, O Lord, and they are restless until they
rest in you.” St. Catherine of Sienna said, “If you are
what you should be, you will set the whole world
ablaze!” St. Pio of Pietrelcino’s answer was simply,
“Pray, hope, and don’t worry.” We are called to live for
Christ and Him alone.
All the world’s troubles and tribulations are
nothing compared to the greatness and power of our
God. He gives us the grace to overcome every, and any
obstacle placed in our way and asks that we trust in
Him. St. Paul tells us in Romans 8:18 “consider the
sufferings of this present time as nothing compared
with the glory to be revealed.” Ultimately, the goal of
the Christian life is Heaven! Our own patron, St. Rose
of Lima said, “Apart from the Cross, there is no other
ladder by which we may get to Heaven.” We are made
for Heaven, but the road to get there is not always an
easy one. However, when was anything worth truly
wanting, easy to achieve?
We live in a world of instant gratification that
often looks for the easy way out. Christ already has told
us that the Christian life is not and cannot follow this
line of thought. Jesus said, “Whoever wishes to come
after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and
follow me” (Matthew 16:24). Jesus, who is God, chose
the way of the Cross and we too must do the same. This
goes against what our society tells us. Yet, we can also
see that those who choose not to follow our Lord are
constantly looking for something bigger and better,
without ever being content. The reason for this is that
Christ is our fulfillment!
The reason I used so many saints in this article
is to show the beauty and depth of the joy found in the
life of holiness. There is no such thing as an unhappy
saint. Yes, many saints had hard lives; some were
rejected by loved ones, some had long periods of
dryness in their prayer life, and some even suffered
martyrdom. Despite this though, they found what we all
want: to be happy, to be content, and to be at peace.
Christ is our peace! This is what the saints found and
what we are looking for.

Let us then follow
the example given to us by
our brothers and sisters
who have gone before us
and won the imperishable
crown of victory (1
Corinthians 9:25). Let us
put aside the lie that our
joy can be complete in
this life, but rather look for
the joy promised us by our
Lord. St. Paul states that
“I have been crucified with Christ; yet I live, no longer I,
but Christ lives in me…I live by faith in the Son of God
who has loved me and given himself up for
me.” (Galatians 2:19-20). We are all called to be a
saint, without exception. By ourselves this task is
impossible, but all things are possible with God
(Matthew 19:26). As St. Dominic tells us, “We must arm
ourselves with prayer instead of the sword; and be
clothed with humility instead of armor.”
Our Blessed Virgin Mother is the greatest
example of all of this. She experienced the joy of
conceiving in her womb and bearing the Son of God as
well as experiencing the agony at the foot of the Cross.
She knew the joy of the laughter of the Christ child and
the tears shed by Him over the rejection of His own
people. She is our guide to God and always points us
back to her Son. She is our Queen and our Mother and
intercedes for us constantly.
Mary most Holy…Pray for us
St. Joseph…Pray for us
All holy men and women…Pray for us
In Christ,

Rev. Nicholas M. Allen
Pastor

“If you are what you should be, you will set the world ablaze!”
Saint Catherine of Sienna
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Listen to His Call
My faith has not been an easy journey, but a major turning point was allowing myself to let go of the things
weighing me down and going forth to serve the Lord. Part of it was fear: fear of failure, fear of not being ‘good’ or
‘holy’ enough to properly help others, fear of admitting that I wasn’t as good as I hoped to be. What I didn’t realize
was that God uses our humanity and imperfections as a way to let His grace shine through.
I felt God calling me to serve for the first time the summer after my sophomore year of high school (or
maybe it was the first time I listened). I volunteered at Vacation Bible School, and I fell in love with teaching the
children about God and celebrating His glory in that setting. Later that summer I looked for similar opportunities,
and I stumbled across the PSR (Parish School of Religion) page on the Saint
Rose website. Again, God was calling me.
On a whim I contacted Michael Lewis to see if there were any openings
to help, and he placed me as an assistant to Tammy Catt with the second
grade. I spent the following seven months helping in the classroom, and I
adored it.
Watching a child learn about and grow in their faith is an honor. It is
inspiring. The level of innocence and trust they possess is a humbling
reminder that, even in the midst of the world’s chaos, God’s love never
changes; it remains the most pure and constant thing in our lives.
After months of assisting, I knew in my heart that I wanted to continue
as a teacher the following year and lead my own class. But God had a different
plan for me. Mrs. Catt moved in March, so I took over and taught for the remaining months.
It was not perfect at first. Making the transition from assistant to teacher so quickly was challenging, but I
eventually found my rhythm. Before I knew it, May arrived and my students made their First Communion. Then
August came, and here I am now ending my first, and last, full year of teaching before I leave for college.
If I had to summarize my entire experience, I would say that PSR has been a blessing.
I find my heart filling with joy when students remember a lesson or begin to understand just how deep
Jesus’ love is for them. That’s when I realize that, even if I sometimes feel as though I am not enough, what I am
doing does have an impact. Even if it’s just a small one.
Teaching has taught me so much about my faith, about my abilities,
and about others. It has provided me with opportunities to increase my
patience, compassion, and knowledge. Teaching has deepened my relationship
with our Savior and given me the chance to openly speak about the one whom I
love above all.
My message to others who are hesitant to serve is that you should
never think your contribution is insignificant or unworthy. Every action, every
word, and every moment have a profound impact on the lives we touch. Even if
your job is to hand out books or collect papers, you are still a part of the
wonderful plan that God has in store. To God, you are significant. So whether
it’s a feeling of fear, confusion, or doubt holding you back, serve anyway. Don’t
ignore His call.
Cont’d on next page
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...Teens Called to Teach PSR
We are not perfect and never will be; Christ would not have died on the
cross if He felt that we were supposed to be perfect, so embrace who you are in
all of your imperfections and your redemption in Christ. Embrace God’s love
and mercy, let His grace be your motivation, and show the world what that kind
of love can do.
Sarah Schaller, a senior at Oakland High School, has also been a
recipient of the positive effects of volunteering with PSR. She started
volunteering three years ago when she co-taught a sixth grade class with a
friend, and she now teaches first grade with her father because she finds it
rewarding.
Even though PSR only meets for one hour per week, it creates a special link between the teachers and
students that extends beyond the classroom. “I enjoy when the children come in and are so excited to tell me what
they did the day before, whether it was going to a birthday party or simply staying up past their bedtime,” said
Schaller. “My favorite part is when one of the students recites back to me something I taught them previously in
the year.”
The pure and trusting faith I mentioned earlier is evident in Schaller’s memory of a boy who stood up while
she was teaching and said, ‘I love God.’ “That simple statement made me realize that I need to do better at
professing my faith. It also holds me accountable; I hardly ever miss PSR, thus I rarely miss Mass,” said Schaller.
She advises anyone considering volunteering with PSR to “make sure they will be devoted enough to come
every week, because the students will notice and be affected if you aren’t.”
PSR does entail a large commitment: teachers are responsible for creating
a lesson plan from given materials, and the class meets almost every
Sunday during the school year (the schedule is consistent with the
Rutherford County school calendar). The class meets from 9:45 to 10:45
between the two morning Masses.
Shelby Parton, a sophomore at St. Cecilia’s Academy, began
teaching three years ago because she wanted to “help kids grow in their
love for the faith and to learn everything they can about it.” She currently
teaches the second grade, which means that she also prepares the
children for the Blessed Sacrament. Parton’s favorite memory is seeing the
children experiencing Communion for the first time. “ . . . They are just
completely filled with joy. Their faces are so sweet, and seeing their joy
makes me feel good that I was able to be a part of this important event in
their lives,” said Parton.
Parton says she feels “blessed . . . to be a part of it,” and she encourages those considering PSR to “try it!
These kids are so open to learning, and they have helped me grow in my faith through teaching them.”

“For God saved us and called us to live a holy life. He did this, not because we deserved it, but because
that was his plan from before the beginning of time – to show us his grace through Christ Jesus.”
2 Timothy 1:9
Abby Morehouse
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Volunteers: Making a Difference at Saint Rose School
“I would highly encourage any parishioner to volunteer at St. Rose School to
experience the richness of our faith that the school has enriched on our children/
students and to see how the teachers embrace their teaching. Volunteering is such a
fulfilling way to give back to our Saint Rose community,” said parent and school
volunteer Amy Collier.
During the Stewardship campaign, Staci Rose (Director of Admissions) and
Colleen Hawkins (Assistant Principal) contacted parishioners who expressed an interest
in the school. Mary Ann Bentley, Donna Carolan, Sandy Croslow, Mary Fryz, Joe and Judy
Hugh, Bud and Rita Klika, Bill Russell and Bob Swartz answered the call. “These
volunteers work with individuals and in small groups; they tutor struggling students and
read to classes,” added Mrs. Hawkins.
The volunteers come from varied backgrounds and
interests. Donna Carolan comes from the Archdiocese of New York where she was a
district Superintendent, Elementary Principal, and Middle School teacher. “I find that
the challenges and rewards of volunteering are the same: determining and
responding to students’ individual needs and increasing their self-confidence as
learners.”
Mary Ann Bentley is a retired Rutherford County Elementary School teacher.
She and her husband have been parishioners since moving to Murfreesboro in 1977.
They are the parents of three sons and have one grandson. “I am involved with
reading fluency and vocabulary in Sister Jacinta’s second-grade class. Walking into
Sister Jacinta’s classroom and being greeted by cheerful and eager to learn students
is a credit to the outstanding teacher Sister Jacinta is. She makes learning fun for
everyone including the volunteer!”
Sandy Croslow substituted for three years before taking a break. She found she missed the students and
enjoyed volunteering. “I was a later-in-life teacher who had just begun teaching in Illinois before we moved to
Murfreesboro in 2012. I teach Mrs. Carney’s second-grade class one hour on Wednesday morning while she
teaches Performing Arts in Jr. High. Filling in for a classroom teacher is a challenge because the teachers are so
good and the students are familiar with their style. It is always rewarding to see the light come on in a student’s
eyes when they ‘get it’. Volunteering is very rewarding! The teachers are so appreciative and the students are so
special. I always leave feeling very blessed.”
Amy Collier has been a parishioner for 12 years and is the parent of two Saint Rose
students.
has worked with small groups of students and as an aide in Kindergarten and
“Just do it! First GradeShe
during Iowa testing. She also volunteers in the office. “The most rewarding thing I
I promise you see is how respectful the students are and how our faith shines in their faces.”
Bill Russell, a parishioner since 1992, has wanted to volunteer since retiring from the finance
will never and accounting field in 2014. He works as an aide in the classroom and with students on a oneon-one basis after school three days a week. “I assist students with their math homework, test
regret it!” corrections, test review and basic skills. Volunteering is not
challenging even though I have had to refresh myself on the terms
being used. It is very rewarding to help the kids and see their enthusiasm.”
“I spent decades in manufacturing with both GE and Black and Decker. I am
retired and volunteered in the Maryland School System before Pat and I moved to
Murfreesboro about five years ago. It’s an opportunity to help teachers and students,”
said volunteer Bob Schwarz. He works with math students in grades 6-8 both during
the school year and the summer. He finds it challenging working with students who
‘don’t get it’ but very rewarding seeing the smiles on the faces when they succeed.
“There is a spirit of dedication, joy and focus engulfed in a harmony of love that is not
found in many places. Every time I enter the doors, I am rejuvenated. It is a wonderful
sensation. You should try it!”
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“There is a spirit of dedication, joy and focus engulfed
in a harmony of love that is not found in many places.”
Maria Krieger is also a parent and has been in the parish a year and a half. “I love this school. I love how
kind and grateful everyone is including the children”. She extends this advice to any parishioner interested in
volunteering, “Just do it! I promise you will never regret it!”
Besides these recent recruits, the school has been blessed with two volunteers who have been teaching
elective classes for several years. David Yarbrough has been teaching Learning to Invest to 7th and 8th graders
and Tara MaGinn has been teaching Public Speaking to interested students.
If you are interested in volunteering, call Colleen Hawkins at (615) 898-0555 ext. 225 or email her at
chawkins@saintrose.org.
Eucharistic Adoration has been
a Catholic Tradition since the fourth
century. It is deeply ingrained in our
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration is the
church. So what exactly is adoration? In
adoration of Jesus Christ present in
the Catechism, it is defined as “the
the Holy Eucharist. The Eucharist is
acknowledgement of God as God,
displayed in a special holder called a
creator, and savior, the Lord and
monstrance, and people come to pray
master of everything that exists as
infinite and merciful love.” It is an
and worship Jesus continually
outlet of God’s grace, which can be
throughout the day and often then
showered upon us through all of our
night. Christ’s great love for us was
hardships and triumphs of life.
shown when he was crucified on the
Would it not be unfortunate if this practice died out? It occurred to us, one day
cross to pay the penalty for our sins that we should also participate in bringing our Faith to fulfillment in this broken world. We
and give us eternal life. He loves us have worked with our principal and teachers to invite all junior high students to weekly
without limit, and offers Himself to us adoration in the Church, and it was an instant success. It has brought great joy to us to
see our fellow students eager to see Jesus because we know how much grace can be
in the Holy sacrament of the
received there. Luckily, you too can participate in this mystery all day on Wednesdays in
Eucharist. Can we not give Jesus a
the chapel and on the First Fridays of every month at Saint Rose Church.
few minutes of love and adoration in
While preparing to depart Saint Rose for high school, this time is
return?
opportune for us in creating Christ-like habits that will influence
our whole outlook on the rollercoaster of life. We also hope that this project will positively affect
our peers, especially those who are younger than us for years to come. We encourage our
schoolmates to be open to the graces they can receive during Eucharistic Adoration, so that
they may be able to make an impact on the world. Think of the effect that you can make on the
community by being a witness to Christ’s love. In our experience, Eucharistic Adoration can fill
one with the courage needed to face the anxieties of daily life.
I once read in the book The Chosen by Chaim Potok to “prepare thy self in the vestibule
that thou mayest enter into the hall”. I was able to relate this back to Adoration, where we do
this by taking a break from the hustle and bustle around us, so that we can be refreshed to
face our everyday challenges. By frequently
attending Adoration, we believe that you can also find this peace. In
conclusion, the effects of adoration include the strengthening of morals,
faith, and trust in God. Receiving these gifts can have a lasting impact
upon oneself and our parish community.
God bless,
Adrianne Glover, Angeles Fonseca, Faith Viers
8th Graders, Class of 2016

Adoration
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Weekend Masses

Saturday, 5:30 pm Vigil
Sunday, 8:30 am, 11:00 am, 5:00 pm

Daily Mass (school in session)
Monday-Thursday, 7:00 am
Wednesday, 6:00 pm
Friday and Saturday, 8:15 am

Daily Mass (school not in session)
Monday-Saturday, 8:15 am
Wednesday, 6:00 pm

Hispanic Mass
Tuesdays and Saturdays, 7:30 pm

Reconciliation
Wednesdays, 5:00-5:45 pm
Saturdays, 4:00-5:15 pm
Or by appointment

Office Hours
Monday-Friday 8:00 am-4:30 pm
Closed 12:00 pm-1:00 pm for lunch

June 20-24
9:00 am to 12:00
An on-site nursery
is available for
parents who
volunteer.

VBS is open for
children entering
pre-kindergarten
through entering
5th Grade

Totally Awesome Catholic Vacation Bible School
We need lots of adult and older children volunteers!
Registration forms (for participants and volunteers) are available at
www.saintrose.org, and the Church or School offices

